SWFLMUN XXXIII TOPICS AND COMMITTEES


1. Constructing a Legal Framework for Addressing Climate Change – UN Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC) 
The Paris Agreement, signed on April 22, 2016, paved the way for a more environmentally conscious world. With 195 nations signing the agreement, the future looked hopeful, with plans to contribute at least $100 billion per year towards creating a greener Earth. 
Despite high hopes and ambition, political and structural weaknesses were soon discovered as nations tried to make the switch to safer options. For example, nations were tasked to set their own non-legally binding “Nationally Determined Contributions” (NDCs). These NDCs are entirely unenforceable, resulting in nations feeling disincentivized to meet their NDCs. 
With little to no incentives, the UNFCCC reported that only 10-13 out of the 195 Parties submitted their 2035-target NDCs by the February 10th, 2025 deadline. Furthermore, the lack of enforcement mechanisms proved to be a consistent issue, seeing that many nations failed to meet their pledges while the United States withdrew from the Paris Agreement altogether. 
The Paris Agreement has consistently depended on “good faith,” weakening the accountability for each nation to commit to a greener future. While enforcement and accountability are widespread issues in the Paris Agreement, it's crucial to look to different sectors of the world to truly understand their specific grievances and struggles within the Paris Agreement.
2. Developing Rules and Standards Governing Use of Private Military Contractors (PMC) In International Conflicts (Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC)

The Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC), also known as the first committee of the UN General Assembly, is responsible for matters revolving around international peace and security. DISEC’s primary focus is disarmament, regulation for armaments, military transparency, and striving towards reaching a peaceful resolution of conflict. 

DISEC currently has a completely open membership, meaning all 193 UN members are allowed to participate. Despite this however, its resolutions are not legally binding, although they do lay the groundwork for future treaties and agreements that will shape global policy.

Given its mandate, this makes DISEC the ideal forum to examine and analyze the effect of PMC deployment on international stability, future treaties, global tensions, and the sovereignty of nations. Delegates are encouraged to consider how to develop new framework to comply with global security and humanitarian standards, while respecting national security interests. 

The topic focuses on the usage and deployment of Private Military Contractors (PMC) across the globe by both state actors and non-state actors. Private Military Contractors are businesses that provide military and security services in exchange for monetary gain. In recent years, and as the scope of the world has changed, the usage of PMCs has only risen. 

PMC’s have been used historically by nations and groups to act as force multipliers for operations, provide security, logistics, intelligence, provide specialized training, and even hold combat missions alongside or instead of traditional forces. This allows military operations to be strengthened by individuals who are not directly tied to the countries chain of command, and in some cases is cause for plausible deniability based on actions performed by the contractors. 

In recent history, the usage of PMC’s has expanded significantly across the globe. From 1989 with the rise of the South African Executive Outcomes, to the American group Blackwater in 1997, and most recently, the Russian founded Wagner Group in 2014, PMC’s have been heavily involved in most global conflicts around the globe. 

3. Forming A Convention Governing Accountability for UN Peacekeepers – UN Department of Peace Operations (UNDPO)

[bookmark: _Int_pATb1IGl][bookmark: _Int_whhPzZbM][bookmark: _Int_a08XQoEn][bookmark: _Int_Nrch8WK2]United Nations Peacekeeping operations are defined by their mandates and interpreted broadly by the global community as some sort of collective action scenario where everyone has agreed to the actions they are going to take on any given situation. However, the actual job of peacekeeping is heavily influenced by the actions taken by individual peacekeepers. 

[bookmark: _Int_iPumYL92][bookmark: _Int_FAqY0WLp]Whether these people act in the interest of their legal mandate, or for some nefarious purpose, they are taking actions which shape the conditions on the ground where they are stationed. In recent years there have been many accusations against UN peacekeepers regarding the abuse of their power, and sex crimes and exploitation linked to members of UN peacekeeping forces. 

[bookmark: _Int_MjkyS6Y9]These accusations seriously undermine the legitimacy of not only the United Nations, but also of the member nations who contribute forces to UN Peacekeeping missions. If people are not held accountable for their actions, how can the United Nations justify its mandates and the actions it takes in the service of peace and justice worldwide? How can the UN enforce legal mandates when their members commit illegal acts? Is the United Nations above the purview of the law? 

[bookmark: _Int_LSBGFN5Y][bookmark: _Int_hyQxxKDA]These questions, along with many others, are at the heart of why this issue and conference are so important. Solving this issue requires that we not shy away from discussing criminal acts in their full detail. The stories of those who have been victimized by UN peacekeepers are just as important as those stories of individuals who have been victimized by belligerent regimes and terror groups. 

[bookmark: _Int_xc7k4F4u][bookmark: _Int_xWd9bk23][bookmark: _Int_pDDM1J50][bookmark: _Int_Jjg2SrIk][bookmark: _Int_OWYT9zVk]Accountability for all must be applied equally and without favor or blind eyes. The rights of victims must also be appropriately addressed. If adequate restitution is not given to the victims, through justice and requisite compensation, then the UN commitment to victims worldwide is undermined. The focus of this convention is to create an adequate system of accountability for perpetrators, while also ensuring that victims are protected and compensated appropriately.

4. Natural Resources for Sustainable Development (UNCTAD) 

Renewables still depend on mined materials. Scaling up solar, wind, electric vehicles (EVs), grid storage, and emerging technologies (e.g., hydrogen electrolysers) requires large volumes of specific minerals and materials. 

In 2025, the central risks are: (1) growing demand for lithium, copper, nickel, cobalt, graphite, and rare earth elements; (2) highly concentrated processing and refining—especially in a handful of countries; (3) slowing investment and project lead times; and (4) environmental–social impacts and resource nationalism. 

These factors can either slow the clean‑energy transition or, if governed wisely, accelerate it while advancing development and justice.  Hopefully a path can be identified and developed successfully to favor the latter approach.

5. CRISIS COMMITTEE:   Syrian Reconstruction:  Confusion Reigns, Who in the UN is in Charge? - Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

Following the fall of the Assad regime in 2024 a plethora of UN agencies have initiated reconstruction and humanitarian assistance programs under the provisions of UN Security Council Resolution 2254.  Lines of authority are blurred.  Ostensibly the UN Resident Coordinator leads the UN Country Team (UNCT).  There is also a UN Special Envoy for Syria (Geir O. Pedersen) overseeing efforts to achieve a political solution to a conflict which arguably is still ongoing.  Ostensibly OCHA oversees humanitarian relief and reconstruction efforts, but it’s true level of authority is in question.  Confusion appears to be the order of the day while peacebuilding efforts experience their own challenges.

6. CRISIS COMMITTEE:  Catastrophic Heat Dome Looms Over South Asia – Millions of People are At Risk 

In 2029, a catastrophic heat dome over India kills twenty million people, a disaster known as the Second Partition. The event marks the most devastating climate catastrophe in recorded history. It triggers an existential reckoning for the global community, as public outrage and grief turn to geopolitical tension and radicalization.

By 2030, several states and coalitions—desperate to protect their populations—launch unilateral geoengineering projects, including stratospheric aerosol injections and marine cloud brightening. These efforts create unanticipated climate disruptions in neighboring regions, sparking international disputes. The world enters a period of climatic proxy wars fought through the atmosphere itself.

Meanwhile, a new transnational movement calling itself the Children of Kali (CoK) emerges from the global South. They claim to avenge the victims of climate injustice by targeting what they call 'the perpetrators of planetary murder'—major energy corporations, financiers, and political elites.

7. The New International Economic Frontier – Bitcoin Mania (International Monetary Fund/UNDESA - UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs – Joint Session) 

Are bitcoins the new economic frontier enriching some world leaders and financial moguls while impoverishing major populations in the world?  Supposedly the IMF is charged with setting international policy on crypto assets. However, achieving globally financial stability appears increasingly elusive in this domain.  

UNDESA has held numerous expert discussions on the future of money and cryptocurrencies without much impact or effect, except to reach the obvious conclusion that the potential impact of cryptocurrencies on global economies could be exceptionally harmful.

The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has taken a critical view of cryptocurrencies in developing nation, warning of their potential to create financial instability and jeopardize monetary sovereignty.  UNCTAD has called on governments to regulate crypto exchanges and restrict advertising.

So far, all this effort appears to be falling on deaf ears even within the UN system itself.  For example, the humanitarian aid agency UNICEF was the first UN organization to accept and disburse donations in cryptocurrency and operates a “Cryptocurrency Fund.”

Can the IMF find a way out of this morass with the help of insights developed by UNDESA’s research and expert analysis?

8. Combatting the Rise of Cyberbullying and Psychological Warfare Through Manipulation of Social Media (UNICEF/UN Office on Drugs and Crime -UNODC – Joint Session)

It is no secret that nations are now conducting psychological warfare against each other using social media and other platforms for manipulating public impression management.  However, what is the impact on future generations when the target is young people who are especially vulnerable, avid consumers of social media, and do not have the experience to discern what is true and what is fake or bogus?

In this so far relatively empty space UNICEF is a leading agency focuses on safety of children and young people online, combating cyberbullying, and developing global public awareness campaigns and resources.  UNODC plays a complementary role countering cybercrime and combating efforts to prey upon the vulnerabilities of young people in the cyber domain.  

The facts relating to harmful social media impact are daunting. According to the World Health Organization (WHO) globally one of six people are aged between 10 – 19 years old.    Among this group one in seven experience mental disorder and depression caused in part by exposure to social media and cyberbullying.  This in turn leads to a harmful outcomes such as suicide, which is the third largest cause of death among young people and rising.

Is Social Media even a governable space?


9. Impact of Industrial Capacity 3D Printing on Free Trade -  (World Trade Organization) 

Thus far, industrial capacity 3D printing has been complementary to free trade, boosting exports of both 3D printers and the goods they produce.  This has facilitated localized production and a significant increase in exports for companies as well as entire countries adopted 3D printing early or have high-tech industries such as Denmark and Switzerland.

However, like other new technologies which carry high promise for the future, the impact could be negative on those countries, including powerful ones, that are lagging in their investments in innovation and new technology.  Currently there appears to be a spate of protectionist trade barriers that are likely to retard development and use of new technology.  

Can WTO effectively address this issue in what increasingly appears to be a protectionist era?    

10. Status of Human Rights for Women and Gender Equality. (UN Women)

UN Women, founded 15 years ago, is the UN organization delivering programs, policies and standards that uphold women’s human rights and ensure that every woman and girl lives up to her full potential.  The 1995 UN Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing, China adopted the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action which established and informed UN Sustainable Development Goal 5: “Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls.”  

Now 30 years hence, it is appropriate to assess if the Beijing Declaration and ensuing actions taken have resulted in significant progress on Women’s Rights or have fallen far short of expectations created during the World Conference.  What steps need to be taken perhaps to reinvigorate the effort if it is currently lagging? 


11.   “Never Again” Genocide Recurs Again in Sudan (UN Security Council)

For more than 30 years civil war in Sudan has laid waste to the country, particularly in Western Darfur province.  At various intervals the region has experienced genocide upon genocide.  

This time two warring armies run by equally rapacious warlords prey upon civilian populations.  These leaders seek to also outdo each other by extolling with pride the number of people they are killing, and widespread retribution exacted on all sides of the conflict.  

The United Nations and rest of the world stands by seemingly helpless or unwilling to risk efforts to stop the carnage.  Is the “New World Order” one characterized by an international community willing to stand aside as “never again” genocides recur again and again?

12.   UN Financial Implosion (UN General Assembly, Fifth Committee) 

The United Nations is going bankrupt.  It cannot pay its bills because leading contributors are not paying theirs.  This is especially the case for “assessed” contributions based on pre-agreed commitments.  In addition, “voluntary” contributions are badly affected.  This is potentially for the specialized agencies whose life saving functions must cease if continued funding is not forthcoming.

Can anything be done to salvage this dire situation?

13.  Possible Additional Topic:  Human Security in the War on Drugs – Richard Coughlin, Drafter

In 2025, the 'War on Drugs' has entered a dangerous new phase. Following the U.S. designation of major Mexican and Colombian drug cartels as Foreign Terrorist Organizations (FTOs), Washington has authorized drone and naval strikes on vessels and aircraft suspected of transporting narcotics in the Caribbean and Eastern Pacific. 

While the goal is to disrupt transnational criminal-terrorist networks, these actions raise questions about civilian safety, sovereignty, and human rights across the region.

The United Nations now faces a crucial dilemma: Can international counter-drug policy protect both human security and state stability, or has militarization simply deepened the crisis.




