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“Never Again” Genocide Recurs Again in Sudan (UN Security Council)

For more than 30 years civil war in Sudan has laid waste to the country, particularly in Western Darfur province.  At various intervals the region has experienced genocide upon genocide.  
This time two warring armies run by equally rapacious warlords’ prey upon civilian populations.  These leaders seek to also outdo each other by extolling with pride the number of people they are killing, and widespread retribution exacted on all sides of the conflict.  
The United Nations and rest of the world stands by seemingly helpless or unwilling to risk efforts to stop the carnage.  Is the “New World Order” one characterized by an international community willing to stand aside as “never again” genocides recur again and again?
OVERVIEW
For more than 30 years, Sudan—particularly the Western Darfur region—has endured cycles of civil war, mass atrocities, ethnic cleansing, and repeated genocides. Despite global promises of “Never Again” following Rwanda and Srebrenica, Sudan continues to face catastrophic violence.
Today, the conflict is driven not by a unified government but by two rival military factions, each led by powerful warlords who seek territorial control, resources, and political dominance. Civilians have become the primary victims: entire communities are targeted based on ethnicity, allegiance, or mere location. Both sides boast publicly about the number of people they kill and the destruction they cause.
The international community, including the United Nations, has struggled—or failed—to intervene meaningfully. This raises an alarming question:
Is the emerging world order, one in which genocide can recur with impunity, despite decades of global commitments to prevent it?

KEY CONCERNS
1. Catastrophic Humanitarian Conditions
· Mass killings, village burnings, and ethnic targeting continue across Darfur and beyond.
· Sexual violence, forced displacement, starvation, and torture are widespread.
· Millions have been uprooted; humanitarian agencies face blocked access and deliberate obstruction.
2. Rivals in the Conflict
· The two warring factions—each a militarized political actor—operate with little accountability.
· Their competition for power fuels escalating atrocities, often directed at civilians to instill fear.
· Armed militias, mercenaries, and local ethnic paramilitaries add layers of brutality.
3. International Inaction
· The UNSC is divided, with geopolitical rivalries creating deadlock on sanctions, peacekeeping mandates, and accountability.
· Regional actors are conflicted or complicit, supplying weapons or offering political cover.
· The doctrine of Responsibility to Protect (R2P) is weakened by inconsistent application and lack of enforcement.
4. Collapse of Human Rights Norms
· Genocide warnings go unheeded despite well-documented atrocities.
· UN investigators, NGOs, and journalists report patterns of systematic extermination.
· Failure to act risks normalizing genocide as a tolerable geopolitical outcome.
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACTION
Even amid political paralysis, the UNSC has tools that can influence the situation:
· Expanding or revising sanctions and arms embargoes.
· Authorizing humanitarian corridors or protected zones.
· Supporting diplomatic negotiations involving African Union and regional partners.
· Mandating stronger monitoring, documentation, and accountability mechanisms.
· Empowering the International Criminal Court (ICC) and other tribunals.
· Mobilizing peacekeeping or civilian protection units—if political consensus can be achieved.
MAJOR QUESTIONS FOR DELEGATES
1. Why has the global “Never Again” promise failed Sudan—repeatedly?
2. How can the Security Council overcome political deadlock to act decisively?
3. What tools—sanctions, peacekeeping, ICC referrals—should the UNSC employ?
4. How can civilian populations be protected when both armed factions target them deliberately?
5. What role should regional actors (AU, IGAD, neighboring states) play?
6. How do we restore credibility to international genocide prevention?
7. Can the new world order afford more failures like Sudan?
POSSIBLE POLICY DIRECTIONS
· Strengthening and enforcing arms embargoes and targeted sanctions.
· Creation of humanitarian safe zones or evacuation corridors.
· UNSC-authorized protection missions or peacekeeping deployments.
· ICC referrals or hybrid tribunals for war crimes and genocide.
· Coordination with the African Union for mediation and stabilization efforts.
· Global early-warning systems and rapid-response mechanisms for mass atrocities.
· Support for local peacebuilders and civil society groups documenting abuses.
CONCLUSION
Sudan represents one of the clearest tests of the world’s commitment to stopping genocide. As atrocities escalate and civilians are massacred, the credibility of the international system hangs in the balance. Delegates must confront the uncomfortable reality that “Never Again” has become “Again and Again”—and determine what the Security Council can do to break this cycle.



